Greek
Mythology
TURNING THE MYTH
INTO A MUSICAL

The Definition of a
Myth
“…a story, presented as having actually occurred in a previous age, explaining the
cosmological and supernatural traditions of a people, their gods, heroes, cultural
traits, religious beliefs, etc."
Source: Jerome Fried and Maria Leach in Funk & Wagnall’s Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology, and Legend. (Harper & Row Publishers,1984): 788

Meet the characters

Hades
god of the dead and riches
king of the underwold
Rich and powerful, he rules over the industrial
dystopia of Hadestown, forcing his workers to
build a never-ending wall to keep trespassers out
and his workers in. Fearful of losing Persephone's
love, all of Hades' efforts are to cage her and
make her stay with him.

Persephone

goddess of spring, queen of the underworld
In the myth:
Hades stumbled across Persephone Working in her mother's field one day and
instantly fell in love with the goddess. he stole her away to live in the
underworld and be his queen. Her mother, upset at her daughters disappearance,
refused to let anything above ground grow until her daughter was returned. But
before Hades returned her daughter, Persephone ate 6 pomegranate seeds while
in the underworld and therefore needs to spend 6 months in the underworld with
her husband and 6 months above ground with her mother. This was what the
people of Ancient Greece used as an expalinations of why the seasons change,
for when Persephone was above ground, it was spring/summer, flowers were
blooming, it was warm. but when she is in the underworld it is fall/winter. and
the world grows cold without her.

In the musical:
an outdoorsy girl married to Hades. She relishes the six months she's allowed to be
aboveground and gets increasingly annoyed when her husband comes to bring her home
early, since it's putting the seasons out of joint and the workers of Hadestown are suffering.

In our story...
Hades and Persephone have been married
for a long time and have lost sight of the
love they had for each other. There is a lot
of tension between the two of them. Hades
keeps wanting to bring Persephone to
Hadestown too soon. Because of this, the
seasons cannot regulate, the weather is
out of control causing those "living up on
top" to struggle and brave the elements.

orpheus

"Touched By the gods"
In the myth:

Orpheus was the son of the muse Calliope - muse of epic poetry and
apollo the God of music. Therefore he was knnown to be the most
talented music player of ancient times. He has such talented musical
abilities that Nothing could resist his music. It is said that even the
rocks and trees would bend themselves to hear his music.

In the musical:

Orpheus believes that he can write a song to "bring the world back
into tune". Orpheus is kind and naive, and while he means well, he has
a tendency to fixate on his music above all else. He falls in love with
Eurydice.

Eurydice

"a hungry young girl"
In the myth:

Eurydice is known as a nymph in the Greek myth. She falls in love with
Orpheus and they decide to get married. On their wedding day, Eurydice
tragically dies after being bitten by a snake. Thus leading Orpheus to
travel down to the underworld to try to get her back.

In the musical:
A practical girl who lives a hard life, Eurydice knows how to survive
and is reluctant to open herself to others. Always roaming, she finds
herself falling for Orpheus in spite of herself. When Orpheus becomes
too wrapped up in his song, she has to brave the world on her own
again, and ends up making a deal to come work for Hades, not knowing
she is signing her life away.

Once Orpheus finds out that his wife has gone down to Hadestown, under the instruction
of Hermes, Orpheus "takes the long way around, around the back" to sneak into
Hadestown to get Eurydice back. Unfortunately being found by Hades, Orpheus has to use
his power of music to persuade Hades and Persephone to understand. He sings the
following lyrics in Epic III:

"King of shadows, King of shades
Hades was king of the Underworld
But he fell in love with a beautiful lady
Who walked up above In her mother's greenfield
He fell in love with Persephone
Who was gathering flowers in the light of the sun
And I know how it was because He was like me
A man in love with a woman"

Orpheus' song touched the hearts of Hades and Persephone,
reminding them of the love they shared while relating it to his own love for Eurydice.
Hades makes a deal with Orpheus.

Orpheus and Eurydice go on one condition: Orpheus must lead them out.
If he turns around to confirm that Eurydice is following him,
she will return to Hadestown and remain there forever
He cannot hear Eurydice's footsteps.
he cannot see her.
He just has to have faith that she is there.
...All while the fates are taunting him
to get him to turn around.

Could you make it out of
Hadestown?

