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YOU SAY TOMATO, I SAY SHUT UP
A Love Story
Written by ANNABELLE GURWITCH and JEFF KAHN
With additional material by DAVID KOTELES​

Directed by DARREN KATZ
Starring ANTOINETTE LaVECCIA and SCOTT RICHARD FOSTER
Comes to Shea’s Smith Theatre, 
JANUARY 31 – FEBRUARY 12, 2012
(Buffalo, NY) --  You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up will play Shea’s Smith Theatre, 658 Main Street, from January 31 – February 12, 2012, presented by Shea’s Performing Arts Center and Albert Nocciolino.  Tickets ($35 & $40) are on sale now. Call 1-800-745-3000, go to ticketmaster.com or Shea’s Ticket Office, 650 Main Street.

The “Tomato Tour” launched October 13 in North Carolina at the Blumenthal – Stage Door Theater and continues through April 29 at the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
After thirteen years of marriage, writers-actors-and real-life-married-couple Annabelle Gurwitch (“Dinner and a Movie,” Fired!) and Jeff Kahn (“The Ben Stiller Show,” Forty Year Old Virgin) have adapted their hilarious, often moving, memoir, You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up for the stage. Directed by Darren Katz, You Say Tomato, I Say Shut will star Scott Richard Foster and Antoinette LaVeccia. 
In their 75-minute tour de force, You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up, take a humorous look at a relationship that seemed doomed by opposing personalities from the start. After trials and tribulations they learn to navigate the conflicts that come with romance, money, and children by embracing each other’s differences, taking on parenting as a competitive sport, and dropping out of couple’s therapy. Their delightfully crazy lifestyle has managed to keep their relationship intact, up-ending every idea you ever had about living “happily ever after.”  
This uproariously funny story is sure to strike both laughter and terror into the hearts of any couple (not to mention every single man or woman who is contemplating the connubial state). The book was developed through sold-out performances at The Comedy Central Theatre and at Upright Citizens Brigade in Los Angeles and made its New York premiere at The New York Comedy Festival 2009. Recent engagements have included Caroline’s on Broadway and Joe’s Pub, additional material for the stage show is written by award winning playwright David Koteles. 
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“BOLD…HUMOROUS. AND COMPLETELY REFRESHING.” WomanAroundTown; “LAUGH OUT LOUD!”  People Magazine; “HILARIOUS” Judd Apatow; “KAHN AND GURWITCH ILLUMINATE THE INSANITY OF MARRIAGE. THEY MAKE YOU WANT TO EMBRACE YOUR SPOUSE FOR THE SAME REASON YOU WANT TO STRANGLE THEM.” Ben Stiller; “FINALLY, A MARRIED COUPLE THAT DOESN’T HIDE BEHIND SUCH TEDIOUS TRAITS AS PERSONAL LOYALTY, GOOD TASTE, AND AN OVERALL SENSE OF DECORUM!”  Liz Tuccillo- co-author, He’s Just Not That Into You; “LIKE LOVE LETTERS WITH MORE LAFFS!” Media Bistro; “ANNABELLE GURWITCH AND JEFF KAHN ARE THE LUCY AND DESI OF THE APATOW AGE” Lauren Lonnatti, Marie Claire Magazine; “STRONG COUPLES, WHO ARE ABLE TO LAUGH AT THEMSELVES, CAN MAKE IT THROUGH ALMOST ANYTHING.” Bettyconfidential.com.

 To see a clip of You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up, click here. 

To schedule  interviews with the cast or authors (they’re happy to discuss the ups, downs 

and sideways of marriage) please contact Lisa Grisanti at 829-1181 office or 725-7963 cell.
WHO’s WHO
The creatives:

ANNABELLE GURWITCH (Writer)  first gained a wide comedic following during her years co-hosting “Dinner & a Movie” on TBS. Annabelle turned her experience of being canned by Woody Allen into the Off-Broadway play, touring show, book and documentary film Fired. Her film premiered on Showtime and has been screened everywhere from The South by Southwest Film Festival to The Department of Labor. She’s been a regular commentator on NPR and a humor columnist for TheNationMagazine.com.  Annabelle has appeared on Oprah, The Today Show, Fox and Friends, CNN, MSNBC, The CBS Early Show and Talk of The Nation on NPR. She’s been profiled in major print outlets including The Washington Post, Psychology Today, More, Chicago Tribune, Denver Post, InStyle, The New York Times, The JTA, USA Today and People. Time magazine cited Annabelle in their cover story “10 Ideas that are Changing the World” for Fired! She has hosted television shows on ABC, VHI, Style and HBO. Acting credits include “Medium,” “Boston Legal,” “Seinfeld” and films Shaggy Dog, Melvin Goes to Dinner and Daddy Day Care. Her work Off-Broadway garnered her a place in The New York Times Top Ten Performances in Theatre, 2002. Her essays have appeared in The L.A. Times, Child, The Jewish Journal, Glamour and two anthologies: Note to Self and Rejected! She hosts “WA$TED”! On The Planet Green Network. This is her second book and second marriage.

JEFF KAHN  (Writer)  is a writer/performer who began his career on MTV’s “The Ben Stiller Show.”  A few years later, he won an Emmy award for writing on FOX’s “The Ben Stiller Show,” it was a moment so unexpected and shocking that he literally cried. Jeff has written on several other shows including, “Later with Greg Kinnear” “Austin Stories” and “Dilbert.”    His essays can be read online at FreshYarn.com and in his wife’s terrific and very funny book, Fired! He also has written and produced numerous television pilots, in particular, a spin-off of “All American Girl” starring Margaret Cho. He can be seen on HBO reruns of “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” “Entourage” and “The Larry Sanders Show,” and has been seen in films including , Tropic Thunder, 40-Year-Old Virgin, and The Cable Guy. Online, Jeff is featured on the show, “The Writer’s Room.” This is his first book and first marriage.

Annabelle an Jeff  live in Los Angeles with their 12 year old son, Ezra, and their 18-year old cat, Stinky.

DARREN KATZ (Director) is currently Resident Director for The Lion King on Broadway. Recent directing credits include I Got Sick Then I Got Better at New York Theatre Workshop (co-directed with James Lapine), The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (2nd National Tour), Happy Sunshine Kung Fu Flower (The Zipper Factory), and the development of original shows at Pace University and NYU/Strasberg Studios. He is directing and developing numerous new theater pieces, including Sunrise At Hyde Park by Tom Wilson Weinberg and Peggy Stafford; Sexurity by Yuval Boim (Joyce Soho); The Birthday Boy by Wes Webb; and The Wasp Woman by Phillip Chernyak and Blake Hackler (NYTE).
DAVID KOTELES (Additional Material) has had plays produced on the east and west coasts, including his award-winning, GLAAD-nominated comedy Bald Diva!: the Ionesco Parody Your Mother Warned You About. Bald Diva! was later published in NYTE’s anthology Playing with Canons: Explosive New Works from Great Literature by America’s Indie Playwrights. And it was listed on numerous end-of-the-year (“Best of the Season”) lists for best play of 2004. David's enjoyed numerous New York productions, workshops and readings of his work at such places as Ensemble Studio Theatre, Manhattan Class Company, The Rattlestick, Alice's Fourth Floor, Primary Stages, The Perry Street Playhouse, Manhattan Theatre Source, Clemente Soto Velez, the Fresh Fruit Festival, 
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the Homogenius Festival, Cherry Picking, the Red Room, and the Westbank Café. A graduate of the Columbia University School of the Arts, David has studied playwriting with Theresa Rebeck, Anne Bogart, Eduardo Machado, Leslie Ayvazian, Frank Pugliese, and Kelly Stuart. He was also honored with the Richard Rodgers Scholarship and a Howard Stein Fellowship while at Columbia. David graduated summa cum laude from Queens College, where he was made Phi Beta Kappa and earned the John Golden Award for Playwriting.  He has also written several (as of yet unproduced) film scripts and TV pilots, and David was a finalist for the Writer’s Lab at the Sundance Film Festival. He’s a staff writer on the webisode sitcom, Ernie’s Girls. And he currently lives in Los Angeles, where he is desperately trying to be a Hollywood sell-out. 

The cast:
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SCOTT RICHARD FOSTER (Jeff)  has performed on and off Broadway in New York in such productions as Brooklyn the Musical (Taylor us), Power Balladz (Scotty), Sessions (George), Magnetic North (Emmet) and To Paint the Earth (Chaim).  He has performed around the country in regional productions of I Love You, you're Perfect, Now Change (Man 1), Jesus Christ Superstar (Judas),  Newsical (Man 2), Othello (Iago), Anything Goes (Billy) and The Man that Came to Dinner (Banjo).  He is a regular company member of New York's long running National Comedy Theater improv team.  Besides theater, Scott has been in commercials for Heineken, Digiorno, Best Buy, and ESPN among others.  
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ANTOINETTE LaVECCIA (Annabelle)  Broadway: A View From The Bridge/Cort Theater.  Other NY: Ghosts/Classic Play R.S., A World Apart/Flea Theater, her original one-woman show, How to Be A Good Italian Daughter (In Spite of Myself)/The Cherry Lane, A Touch of the Poet/Friendly Fire, The Europeans/PTP-NYC, Max & The Truffle Pig/NYMF, The Bottle House/Public Theatre, Puccini: A Composer's Journey/Carnegie Hall (debut), String of Pearls/Primary Stages, Magic Hands Freddy/Soho Playhouse, Kimberly Akimbo/MTC. Regional: Superior Donuts/Pittsburgh Public Theater, The Pavilion/Dorset Theatre Festival, Heartbreak House/Two River, Little Dog Laughed/Portland Ctr. Stage, Tough Titty/Williamstown, The Laramie Project/Hartford TheaterWorks (CT Critics Award). Film/TV: “Jesus' Son”, “Delirious”, “The David Dance”, “The Face”, “Lily of the Feast” (Best Short Picture & Best Director awards - Long Island International Film Festival), “Sophie Gets A Head”, “The Sopranos”, “Law & Order", "L&O SVU, "Guiding Light”, "One Life To Live" Training:  MFA-NYU/Tisch, Moscow Art Theatre & Philippe Gaulier. Grants: Fox Fellowship, Anna Sosenko Assist Trust Grant.  She’s taught at NYU's Grad Acting Program and The Actor's Center. She is a Drama League Fellow, a member of LPTW and was a long-time member of the Actor’s Center Workshop Company.  She is currently preparing for Village Stories, an original piece about the Italian village in which she was born for production next Fall.   www.antoinettelavecchia.com.
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 MIKE MASTERS (u/s Jeff) National:  The 101 Dalmatians Musical (Mr. Dearly), Irving Berlin’s White Christmas (Sheldrake).  Off-Broadway:  An Evening At The Carlyle (Algonquin), Face The Music (Encores! City Center), Sherlock Holmes, The Early Years (NYMF).  Workshops:  The Giver (NAMT), Moby-Dick (New York Theatre Workshop), Can-Can (Old Globe).  Regional:  The Foreigner, South Pacific, The Big Bang, The Man Who Came To Dinner (Flat Rock Playhouse); A Christmas Carol, Charlotte’s Web (Alliance Theatre); Twelfth Night (Atlanta Shakespeare); Some Like It Hot, Arsenic and Old Lace (Alhambra Theatre); Into the Woods, The Crucible (Gainesville Theatre Alliance).  Film/TV:  “Law & Order”, “Love Monkey”, “Mama Flora’s Family”, “The Grant”.  Numerous regional and national commercials.
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STEFANIE MORSE (u/s Annabelle)Broadway: Irving Berlins White Christmas (Marriott Marquis)

Tours:  Fiddler...Roof (National); A Chorus Line (Europe); Tommy, 42nd Street, & Sayonara (Theater League); Disney's Symphonic Fantasy Tour (National). Regional:  Stephen Schwartz’s Snapshots (Lyric Theatre OKC, Human Race Theatre Co);  A Marvelous Party (Florida Studio Theatre/Kansas City Rep/ Florida Stage); White Christmas (Curran/Pantages/Fox); 110  In The Shade & My Fair Lady (TUTS); Starlight Express (Las Vegas); Best... Whorehouse...Texas (Austin); State Fair (World Premiere). West Coast:  Applause & Fiorello! (Reprise!); Grease (Santa Barbara); Unsinkable Molly Brown (McCoy/Rigby); Grand Night for Singing (ICT); Baby & Music Circus (Sacramento).Other: White Christmas cast album; Having It Almost--New World Stages (NYMF 2006); Crystal Cruises--lead vocalist; UCLA--Bachelor of Arts in Theater.
###
